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“
The Central State Archive of Supreme Bodies 

of Power and Government of Ukraine (TsDAVO

of Ukraine) preserves the records of the most 

turbulent chapters in the history of the Ukrainian 

people, from 1917 to the early twenty-first century.

Invaluable primary sources tell the story of 

Revolution and Power, Struggle and Loss, Hope 

and Victory.

Larysa Levchenko



A Brief History 
of the Archive helps explain 

how its holdings were formed

Letter of the Department for the Protection of Antiquities

and the Arts initiating the establishment of the National

Museum-Archive of the War and Revolution. September 29,

1917. TsDAVO of Ukraine. Fonds 2581. Inv. 1. File 266. Original.

The concept of a National Archive of 

the War and Revolution — which laid 

the foundations for today’s TsDAVO of 

Ukraine — first emerged in 1917. 

It was conceived by historians and 

archivists of an earlier scholarly tradition 

who were themselves participants in and 

contemporaries of the Ukrainian 

Revolution of 1917–1921.



In the independent Ukrainian National Republic, already during the 

period of the Ukrainian Central Rada (March 1917 – April 29, 1918 ), a well-

developed system of state authorities was in operation, making the 

preservation of their records an urgent necessity.

Among state institutions were the following, whose 

archival fonds are now preserved at the Central State 

Archive of Supreme Bodies of Power and Government 

of Ukraine:

- Ukrainian Central Rada — Fonds 1115; 

- Council of People’s Ministers of the UNR — Fonds 1063; 

- People’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the UNR — Fonds 2592; 

- People’s Ministry of Land Affairs of the UNR — Fonds 1060; 

- Ministry of Military Affairs of the UNR — Fonds 1076; 

- Ministry of Internal Affairs of the UNR — Fonds 799; 

- General Secretariat of the Ukrainian Central Rada 

for Jewish Affairs — Fonds 1748; and others.

Second Universal of the Ukrainian Central Rada, bearing the 
signatures of Mykhailo Hrushevskyi and other figures of the 
Ukrainian Revolution. TsDAVO of Ukraine. Fonds 1115. Inv. 1. File 5. 

Original.



The Ukrainian State under Hetman Pavlo Skoropadskyi (April 29 – December 

14, 1918) had an extensive system of state authorities and institutions, whose 

archival fonds are now preserved at the Central State Archive of Supreme Bodies of 

Power and Government of Ukraine, including:

- Headquarters of the Hetman of All Ukraine — Fonds 2469; 

- Council of Ministers of the Ukrainian State — Fonds 1064; 

- State Senate of the Ukrainian State — Fonds 905; 

- Ministry of Internal Affairs of the Ukrainian State — Fonds 1216; 

- Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Ukrainian State — Fonds 3766; 

- Ministry of Finance of the Ukrainian State — Fonds 2199; 

- Ministry of Education of the Ukrainian State — Fonds 2201; 

- Ministry of Polish Affairs of the Ukrainian State — Fonds 2225; 

- Ministry of Land Affairs of the Ukrainian State — Fonds 1061; 

- Ministry of Trade and Industry of the Ukrainian State — Fonds 1118; 

- Ministry of Military Affairs of the Ukrainian State — Fonds 1074; 

- State Control of the Ukrainian State — Fonds 3325 and others.

Testament of Hetman Pavlo Skoropadskyi.
TsDAVO of Ukrsine. Fonds 3766. Inventory 3. File 10. Original.



The Directory of the Ukrainian National Republic (November 1918 –

November 1920) provides an equally compelling example of a well-developed 

system of state administration. Among its principal bodies were:

- Chancellery of the Directory of the UNR — Fonds 1429; 

- Council of People’s Ministers of the UNR — Fonds 1065; 

- Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the UNR — Fonds 3696; 

- Ministry of Internal Affairs of the UNR — Fonds 1092; 

- Ministry of Justice of the UNR — Fonds 2208; 

- Ministry of Military Affairs of the UNR — Fonds 1075 

and others. 

On November 21–22, 1920, the Army of the Ukrainian National Republic 

crossed the Zbruch River, leaving the territory of Ukraine occupied by the 

Bolsheviks. The state authorities and institutions of the Ukrainian National 

Republic went into exile together with the Army. As a result, a vast body of 

archival records was taken out of Ukraine along with them.



A Brief History 

Law of the UNR on the Establishment of the Museum-

Archive of the Liberation of Ukraine, signed by Symon

Petliura, Head of the Directory of the UNR. September 1,

1921. TsDAVO of Ukraine. Fonds 1065. Inv. 4. File 83. Original.

In exile in Prague (Czechoslovakia), two 

archival institutions preserved Ukrainian National 

Republic records evacuated from Ukraine and 

created in exile between 1920 and 1945:

- the Ukrainian National Museum-Archive 

(Ukrainian Historical Cabinet), founded in 1923, 

which held approximately 250,000 archival files;

- the Museum of the Liberation Struggle of 

Ukraine, founded in 1925, which held more than 

one million archival files.



A Brief History 

In Soviet Ukraine, the concept of the 

Archive of the Revolution acquired a 

different meaning: it referred not to the 

Ukrainian Revolution of 1917–1921, but 

to the so-called “October Revolution” of 

1917. 

This was later reflected in the 

archive’s name: in 1941, it became the 

Central State Archive of the October 

Revolution and Socialist Construction of 

the Ukrainian SSR.

Letter from Academician Dmytro Bahalii concerning the

allocation of premises for the Archive of the Revolution

in Kharkiv. October 22, 1921.

TsDAVO of Ukraine. Fonds 14. Inv. 1. File 59. Original.



A Brief History 

The Central Archive of the Revolution 

was established in 1921 on the basis of 

the earlier Slobozhanshchyna Archive of 

the Revolution. 

It was later joined by the Central 

Archive of Labour, established in 1926, 

and the All-Ukrainian Central State 

Archive, established in 1930. 

All three archives operated in Kharkiv, 

the capital of Soviet Ukraine until 1934.

The building in Kharkiv that housed the Central Archive of the

Revolution from 1920 to 1941, and later the Central State

Archive of the October Revolution and Socialist Construction

of the Ukrainian SSR until its relocation to Kyiv in 1970.



By the Second World War, the Archive had already accumulated the records of

- the first Soviet governments of Ukraine; 

- the All-Ukrainian Congress of Soviets, 
the highest body of state authority of the Ukrainian SSR; 

- the All-Ukrainian Central Executive Committee (VUTsVK), 
which exercised legislative, administrative, and executive authority between Congresses of Soviets; 

- the Council of People’s Commissars (RNK) of the Ukrainian SSR, 
the republic’s highest executive and administrative body (its government); 

- numerous people’s commissariats, which were the equivalents of modern ministries, 

including the People’s Commissariat for Internal Affairs (NKVD), 
the principal agency responsible for implementing Stalinist policies of repression, 

which had controlled all state archives of the republic since 1938; 

- the Supreme Council of the National Economy of the Ukrainian SSR (VRNH), 
the principal body responsible for industrial administration in 1920–1932; 

- various trusts that managed different sectors of the economy.



These records document the 

history of Soviet Ukraine in the pre-

war period: 

- the formation and development 

of the Soviet system of government, 

- the New Economic Policy,

- collectivization, industrialization,

- Ukrainization and korenizatsiia,

- the policies of the Stalinist 

leadership across all spheres of 

society and etc.

A Set of Documents from Fonds No. 5, “People’s 

Commissariat for Internal Affairs of the Ukrainian SSR”. 
TsDAVO of Ukraine.



A Brief History 

Although the Archive received its 

new name - the Central State Archive 

of the October Revolution and 

Socialist Construction of the 

Ukrainian SSR - in 1941, the war 

disrupted the implementation of its 

new conceptual vision. 

During the war, the Archive 

continued its work in Zlatoust in the 

Urals. 

Reading Room of the Central State Archive of the October 

Revolution and Socialist Construction of the Ukrainian SSR. 
Kyiv, June 1943. Central State Audiovisual and Electronic Archive. Accession Unit 1-

25-18-0-008120.



A Brief History 
On 1 December 1943, the People’s 

Commissar of Internal Affairs of the 

Ukrainian SSR issued an order 

reorganizing the state archives of the 

Ukrainian SSR. 

It provided for the establishment of 

the Central State Archive of the 

October Revolution and Socialist 

Construction of the Ukrainian SSR in 

Kyiv, with a branch in Kharkiv. 

However, after returning from 

evacuation, the Archive’s head office 

continued to operate in Kharkiv, as no 

suitable premises could be found for it 

in Kyiv.

Staff Meeting at the Central State Archive of the 

October Revolution and Socialist Construction in 

Kyiv. Kyiv, June 1943.
Central State Audiovisual and Electronic Archive. Accession Unit 

1-25-18-4-015340.



A Brief History 
After the Second World War, the Archive 

acquired records of 

- Nazi administrative bodies and military units 

from the period of the Nazi occupation of 

Ukraine; 

- Ukrainian authorities and various institutions 

that operated under the occupation; 

- the Ukrainian Insurgent Army; 

- materials of the Ukrainian Republican 

Extraordinary Commission for the Investigation 

of Crimes and Damage Inflicted by the 

German-Fascist Invaders on Organizations 

and the Population of the Ukrainian SSR.

Leaflet of the Ukrainian Insurgents Addressed to 

Red Army Soldiers. Undated.
TsDAVO of Ukraine. Fonds 3833. Inventory 1. File 63.



A Brief History 

The Archive also received part 

of the documentary complex of 

the Reichsleiter Rosenberg 

Taskforce, documenting the 

activities of this Nazi organization 

in the removal of cultural 

property, archives, library 

collections, and museum objects 

from the countries of Central and 

Eastern Europe to the Reich.

A Set of Documents from Fonds No. 3676, 

“Headquarters of Reichsleiter Rosenberg for the 

Occupied Eastern Territories, Berlin and Kyiv.”
TsDAVO of Ukraine. Originals.



A Brief History 

At the request of the Soviet 

government, in 1945 and 1958, 

Czechoslovakia transferred to the 

Soviet Union the archival collections of 

the Ukrainian Historical Cabinet and 

the Museum of the Liberation Struggle 

of Ukraine, as well as the archives of 

the Ukrainian Free University, the 

Ukrainian Academy of Economics, and 

other Ukrainian institutions that had 

operated in exile between 1921 and 

1945. 

Loading archival materials for shipment from Czechoslovakia 

to Ukraine at Hradčany Station. Prague, 1945. Central State Audiovisual 

and Electronic Archive. Accession Unit 0-3969.



The largest segment of the 

Prague Archives — 323 archival 

fonds comprising approximately 

30,000 files, together with around 

100 additional fonds of émigré 

provenance — is now preserved at 

the Central State Archive of 

Supreme Bodies of Power and 

Government of Ukraine.

A Brief History 

Postcard featuring a drawing of the design for the Ukrainian House in Prague (architect 

A. Korniichuk), with calculations by Yevhen Vyrovyi, a member of the Board of the 

Museum Society, recording donations collected for its construction in March and April 

1939. Autograph of Yevhen Vyrovyi. The postcard was sent by Yevhen Vyrovyi to Borys

Martos. TsDAVO of Ukraine. Fonds 4000. Inv. 1. File 29.



A Brief History 

Almost all records returned to 

Ukraine or transferred from 

abroad — including the 

Ukrainian Prague Archives and 

the records of Reichsleiter

Rosenberg’s Headquarters —

remained classified until 1991. 

They were declassified and 

opened to researchers only after 

Ukraine gained independence.

Return of Archival Records Removed from the Ukrainian SSR by 

the Romanian Occupation Authorities. February 21, 1945.
TsDAVOof Ukraine. Fonds 14. Inv. 7. File 57.



A Brief History 

In 1970, the Central State Archive 

of the October Revolution and 

Socialist Construction of the 

Ukrainian SSR relocated to Kyiv and 

moved into the archival complex at 

24 Solomianska Street. For the first 

time, the Archive was able to 

consolidate all its holdings in one 

building, where it was allocated 26 

archival repositories with a total area 

of 6,990 square metres.

The main building of the Central State Archives Complex of the Ukrainian 

SSR, housing the Central State Archive of the October Revolution and 

Socialist Construction of the Ukrainian SSR. Kyiv, 1970. TsDAVO of Ukraine. Fonds 14. 

Inv. 2. File 3104.



A Brief History 

In 1980, it was renamed the 

Central State Archive of the October 

Revolution, Supreme Bodies of State 

Power and Bodies of State 

Administration of the Ukrainian SSR. 

This name clearly defined the 

Archive’s profile: to preserve the 

records of the supreme and central 

bodies of state power and 

administration.

An archival repository of the Central State Archive of the 

October Revolution, Supreme Bodies of State Power and 

Bodies of State Administration of the Ukrainian SSR. Kyiv, 

no later than July 1981. TsDAVO of Ukraine. Fonds 14. Inv. 2. File 3104.



Records accessioned by the Archive between 1945 and 1991 document the activities of the 

supreme and central authorities of the Ukrainian SSR and the country’s political, economic, social, 

and cultural development.

Major groups include:

Supreme Bodies of State Power and Government

Supreme Soviet of the Ukrainian SSR; Council of Ministers of the Ukrainian SSR; Permanent Representation to 

the Council of Ministers of the USSR.

State and People’s Control

State Control bodies; Committee of People’s Control of the Ukrainian SSR.

Planning, Finance, Trade and Labour

State Planning Committee (Gosplan); Ministries of Finance and Trade; State Committee for Labour and Social 

Affairs.

Industry and Energy

Ministries responsible for coal, metallurgy, chemical, food, light and other industries; Ministry of Energy and 

Electrification.

Construction and Building Materials

Ministries responsible for construction, industrial and rural construction, installation works and building materials.

Social and Cultural Affairs

Central authorities responsible for education, culture, healthcare, social welfare and other areas of public life.



A Brief History 
The restoration of Ukraine’s state independence 

in 1991 opened a new chapter in the history of the 

Archive.

On July 21, 1992, by Resolution No. 415 of the 

Cabinet of Ministers of Ukraine, and on July 31, 

1992, by Order No. 35 of the Main Archival 

Administration under the Cabinet of Ministers of 

Ukraine, the Archive received its new name:

Central State Archive of Supreme Bodies of 

Power and Government of Ukraine (TsDAVO of 

Ukraine).

The new name affirmed its status as a central 

state archive of independent Ukraine and reflected 

its collecting profile — the preservation of the 

documentary heritage of Ukraine’s supreme and 

central bodies of state power and government.



Mykola Plaviuk (left), the last President of the UNR in Exile, and Christopher Westdal

(centre), Ambassador of Canada to Ukraine, hand over the archives of the State Centre of 

the UNR in Exile to Borys Ivanenko, Head of the Main Archival Administration under the 

Cabinet of Ministers of Ukraine. March 12, 1996. Central State Audiovisual and Electronic Archive. Archival 

Unit 0-245749.

A Brief History 

The documentary legacy of the 

Government of the Ukrainian National 

Republic in Exile is preserved at the Central 

State Archive of Supreme Bodies of Power 

and Government of Ukraine in Fonds 5235.

The first processed part of the fonds 

(2,198 archival files, 1920–1991) has been 

fully digitized and is now available to 

researchers online 24/7 from anywhere in the 
world. Processing in progress. 



“ Mission of the Archive

The Central State Archive of Supreme Bodies of 

Power and Government of Ukraine (TsDAVO of Ukraine), 

as a state authority, performs the functions and 

responsibilities of the State in the administration of 

archives and records management, ensures the 

registration and preservation of records of national 

significance within its collecting profile that form part of 

the National Archival Fonds, and provides for the use of 

the information contained in these records.

From the Regulations 
on the Central State Archive of Supreme Bodies of Power and Government of Ukraine



“ Some Archival Statistics

The Central State Archive of Supreme Bodies of Power and 

Government of Ukraine is an archive of immense scale. 

Its holdings 

comprise 

2,282,888 
archival 

files

Its records 

are organized into

3,445
archival

fonds

Its records 

are described in

6,095
archival 

inventories



“ Some Archival Statistics

The Central State Archive of Supreme Bodies of Power and 

Government of Ukraine continuously expands its holdings.

During the Russo-Ukrainian War (2022-2026)…

The Archive 

has accessioned 

from institutions

54,582 

files 
containing records of the 

National Archival Fonds for 

permanent preservation 

The Expert Appraisal 

Commission of the 

Archive held 

62

meetings

The Expert Appraisal 

Commission approved 

inventories covering 

91,852

files
from institutions

for inclusion in 

the National Archival 

Fonds

The Archive’s 

records originate 

from

367
records creators, 

comprising state 

authorities and 

public institutions



“ Some Archival Statistics

The Central State Archive of Supreme Bodies of Power and 

Government of Ukraine provides researchers with open 

access to its records 24/7 from anywhere in the world.

Digitized

7,108,999
pages

Digital Copies

verified and registered

4,241,874
pages

Made Accessible

trough E-resources

4,241,853 
pages

73,129
files



“ Some Archival Statistics

The Central State Archive of Supreme 

Bodies of Power and Government of 

Ukraine continuously expands its online 

presence.

During the War: 

Registered Visitors, Views, 
and Sessions

Top Five Countries 

by Number of Researchers 

Using the Archive

Most Frequently 

Visited Website

Ukraine – 81,34 %

Poland – 3,34 %

Germany – 2,99 %

the United States – 2,3 %

France – 0,87 %

Home

Archival Inventories (PDF)

Submit a Request to the 

Archive

Archival Exhibitions

Contacts

Order a Copy of an Archival 

Record Online

https://tsdavo.gov.ua/

https://tsdavo.gov.ua/


“ Some Archival Statistics

Throughout the war (2022-2026), the Central State Archive of Supreme Bodies 

of Power and Government of Ukraine has continuously promoted its archival 

holdings through archival exhibitions and publications on the Archive’s Facebook 

and Instagram pages. The Archive also responds to requests from legal entities 

and individuals on the basis of archival records, including requests for copies of 

records that have not yet been digitized.

Archival 

exhibitions

200

On the Archive’s Facebook and 

Instagram

4,976
pages of archival records

published in 720 posts

Requests from legal entities and 

individuals processed, including 

requests for copies of archival 

records

9,597



During the Russian-Ukrainian War, the Central State Archive of Supreme 

Bodies of Power and Government of Ukraine (TsDAVO of Ukraine) has suffered no 

physical losses; however, information attacks have emerged as one of the most 
serious threats to the Archive.

“
As the custodian of key documentary evidence of Ukrainian statehood, 

sovereignty, independence, and Ukraine’s legal continuity, the Archive has found 

itself on the front line in countering historical and legal manipulation.

Key manifestations of information attacks:

- denial of the legitimacy of the Ukrainian state and its legal continuity; 

- manipulation of historical facts and the content of archival records; 

- dissemination of pseudo-legal narratives concerning “citizens of the USSR,” 

the alleged “illegitimacy of Ukraine,” and similar claims; 

- mass submission of repetitive requests, complaints, and demands, creating an 

excessive workload and disrupting the Archive’s normal operations.

Addressing Challenges During Wartime



Archival Fonds and Finding Aids
3,445 archival fonds preserved at the Central State Archive of Supreme Bodies of 

Power and Government of Ukraine can be broadly divided into six thematic groups.

01 Ukrainian Revolution, 1917–1921

Records of the periods of the Ukrainian Central Rada, the Ukrainian 

State of Hetman Pavlo Skoropadskyi, the Directory of the UNR, organs 

of power of the Western Ukrainian National Republic

02 The Soviet period, 1917-1991

Records of the Bodies of State Power and Government of the 

Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic

03 Diaspora & the UNR in exile

Unique materials of Ukrainian émigré institutions and the exiled UNR 

government – the State center of Ukrainian National Republic, keeping 

the idea of independence alive beyond the occupied homeland.

Independent Ukraine

Records of the modern era, from the declaration of independence on 

August 24, 1991 to today — the building of democratic institutions 

and a sovereign state.

The Nazi Occupation Authorities 

and the Reichsleiter Rosenberg 

Taskforce

04

05

Of particular interest are records concerning the removal of cultural 

property from European countries

Archival Reference System and 

Accounting Documentation for 

Archival Fonds, 

the Security Copy Fonds, and the 

Reference Copy Fonds

06



As a standard rule, an archival file should contain approximately 250 

sheets, although in practice individual files may be either larger or 
smaller. “

Given that the Central State Archive of Supreme Bodies of Power and 

Government of Ukraine holds 2,282,888 paper-based archival files, if we assume 

an average of 250 sheets per file, its holdings comprise approximately 

570,722,000 sheets of records.

Archival methodology provides for the description of records primarily at the 

file level in archival inventories, rather than through item-level description of every 

individual document. The Archive does, of course, maintain catalogues, 

databases, and thematic reference tools containing item-level descriptions, but no 

catalogue could possibly cover such an enormous volume of records.

For this reason, the archival inventory remains the principal and most effective 

finding aid for researchers, even though it describes the holdings at the level of 

the archival file rather than the individual document.



Archival Fonds and Finding Aids

https://tsdavo.gov.ua/ https://tsdavo.gov.ua/opysy-pdf/

https://tsdavo.gov.ua/
https://tsdavo.gov.ua/opysy-pdf/


Archival Fonds and Finding Aids

https://tsdavo.gov.ua/ https://tsdavo.gov.ua/opysy-pdf/

Archival inventories can be 

searched either by fonds number 

or by keywords in the fonds title

https://tsdavo.gov.ua/


Archival Fonds and Finding Aids

https://e-resource.tsdavo.gov.ua/
https://e-

resource.tsdavo.gov.ua/fonds/?Limit=20&Pag

e=1&SortField=FondNumber&SortOrder=asc

Up to 30% of the Archive’s inventories have been digitized and made available online

https://e-resource.tsdavo.gov.ua/
https://e-resource.tsdavo.gov.ua/fonds/?Limit=20&Page=1&SortField=FondNumber&SortOrder=asc


Archival Fonds and Finding Aids

Step 2.Search for an archival fonds by 

its number or by a keyword in its title

Step 1.On the Home page, 

find the “Fonds” tab 

Step 3. Select 

the fonds 

inventory

https://e-resource.tsdavo.gov.ua/

https://e-resource.tsdavo.gov.ua/


Archival Fonds and Finding Aids
https://e-resource.tsdavo.gov.ua/

Browse the 

inventory and 

select the 

archival files 

you need

The inventory 

annotation 

provides the 

fonds and 

inventory 

numbers, the 

inclusive 

dates, the 

number of 

archival files in 

the inventory, 

and a brief 

description of 

the records

https://e-resource.tsdavo.gov.ua/


Archival Electronic Resources

Open Access 

24/7

4,241,853 

pages 

https://e-resource.tsdavo.gov.ua/

https://e-resource.tsdavo.gov.ua/


Algorithm for Searching for an Archival File in the E-Resource



Click to view: 

digitized archival files 

uploaded 

to the E-Resource are 

available online

Browse, 

download freely 

to your device, 

and explore!

Open Access 24/7



https://zunr.arinsy.com/

Open Access 24/7The History of the Western Ukrainian 

National Republic in the Holdings of the 

TsDAVO of Ukraine and the Archives of Italy

https://zunr.arinsy.com/


ERR

https://err.tsdavo.gov.ua/

Open Access 24/7

137,000 in

https://err.tsdavo.gov.ua/


Open Access 24/7
https://www.archives.gov/research/holocaus

t/international-resources/tsdavo.html

Access to 137,000 digital copies of records of the Reichsleiter Rosenberg Taskforce, 

preserved at the Central State Archive of Supreme Bodies of Power and Government of Ukraine 

and included in the ERR, is also available through the website of the U.S. National Archives

https://www.archives.gov/research/holocaust/international-resources/tsdavo.html


https://babynyar.org/en/archive/17
The TsDAVO of Ukraine fonds on 

the history of the Jewish population 

are represented on the international 

“Babyn Yar” resource

https://babynyar.org/en/archive/17


TsDAVO of Ukraine records 

from the period of the Nazi 

occupation and the 

Holocaust are available 

through the digital 

resources of the United 

States Holocaust Memorial 

Museum in Washington, D.C.

https://collections.ushmm.org/search/c
atalog/irn503755?rsc=292299&cv=0&x
=2108&y=2980&z=8.3e-5



TsDAVO of Ukraine’s archival fonds from the period 
of the Nazi occupation and the Holocaust are 
accessible through the resources of Yad Vashem, 
the World Holocaust Remembrance Center.

https://collections.yadvashem.org/en/documents/15117130

https://collections.yadvashem.org/en/documents/15117130


https://sources-
ukraine.huri.share.library.harvard.edu/items/show/46

Many documents from the Central State Archives of Supreme Bodies of 

Power and Government of Ukraine (TsDAVO) are available in digitized or 

published format on the archive's website. Documents are available both 

in published document collections as well as documentary exhibitions. To 

browse document collections, choose "publikatsiyi" (publications) from the 

main toolbar. Here you can access free PDFs of several collections 

pertaining to Ukrainian politics and social movements, especially rich for 

the years 1917-1924, as well as broader political and military history. 

Under the "vystavky" (exhibitions) heading on the same toolbar, browse 

several curated collections of digitized archival documents on such topics 

as Ukrainian statehood, Holodomor, Chornobyl, WWII, Ukrainian 

nationalist movements, Crimean Tatars, and more.

Many research institutions provide links to 

TsDAVO of Ukraine’s digital resources and share 

information about them on their websites, including 

the Ukrainian Research Institute at Harvard University.

https://sources-ukraine.huri.share.library.harvard.edu/items/show/46


https://tsdavo.gov.ua/zapysatys-do-chytalnoyi-zaly/

Providing Access to Archival Sources

Reading Room

Head of the Document Use Sector:

Hanna Pidlisna

Address:

24 Solomianska St., 

Kyiv 03110, Ukraine

3rd floor, Rooms 306–308

Public transport:

Trolleybus No. 3 or No. 40 —

Andriia Holovka Street stop

Telephone: +38 (044) 275-12-66

Email: readingroom@tsdavo.gov.ua

Opening Hours

Monday–Friday 09:30–16:00

Last working day 

of each month
Closed for maintenance

Saturday–Sunday Closed

mailto:readingroom@tsdavo.gov.ua


Providing Access to Archival Sources

Download and complete 

the order form. 

Email the completed form to: tsdavo@arch.gov.ua

mailto:tsdavo@arch.gov.ua


Providing Access to Archival Sources

Researchers may submit a request in free form and send it to the 

Archive by email: tsdavo@arch.gov.ua

The Central State Archive of Supreme Bodies of Power and 

Government of Ukraine processes the following types of requests:

social and legal requests; thematic requests; personal requests; 

property-related requests.

mailto:tsdavo@arch.gov.ua


Order Copies of Archival 

Records Online

Receive an invoice from the Archive or a 

reasoned refusal. 

Pay the invoice. 

Email the payment receipt to the Archive:

tsdavo@arch.gov.ua

Receive your copies. 

Pay online for copies or archival 

research services directly on the 

TsDAVO of Ukraine website

Providing Access to Archival Sources

mailto:tsdavo@arch.gov.ua




The Central State Archive of Supreme 

Bodies of Power and Government of Ukraine 

is an archive of Ukraine’s contemporary 

history. 

Its principal thematic areas are therefore 

chronologically defined: the lower boundary 

is 1917, while there is no upper boundary, as 

the Archive continuously expands its 

holdings with newly accessioned records.

Principal Thematic Area

More than 65,000 visitors saw Ukraine’s largest exhibition project 
of 2025 — «Hryvnia: More Than Money», held at the Ukrainian 
House in Kyiv. TsDAVO of Ukraine was one of the project’s 
organizers and actively supported research into the history of 
Ukrainian currency.



Researchers may pursue virtually any 

topic relating to Ukraine’s history in the 20th 

and early 21st centuries.

For some research topics, examining a 

single archival fonds may be sufficient; 

others may require research across 

numerous fonds.

For example, a project on the history of 

cultural diplomacy between 1919 and 1924 

and the concert tours of Oleksander

Koshyts’s Ukrainian Republican Capella 

across Europe, the Americas, and Africa 

required research in just one archival fonds 

— Fonds 3965, “Ukrainian Republican 

Capella Abroad.”

Principal Thematic Area

Poster for a Concert by Oleksander 

Koshyts’s Ukrainian Republican Capella in 

the USA. TsDAVO of Ukraine. Fonds 3965. Inv. 1. File 49. 

Ark. 229. Original.



Principal Thematic Area

Researchers exploring the history of diplomacy, international relations, and 

Ukraine’s foreign policy will find a wide range of archival fonds of diplomatic missions, 

embassies, consulates, and other representations. Among them are:

Fonds 3077 — Embassy of the Ukrainian State in Germany, Berlin (1918); 

Fonds 3512 — Embassies of the Ukrainian State and the Ukrainian National Republic in Finland (1918–1921); 

Fonds 3513 — Diplomatic Mission of the Ukrainian National Republic in Scandinavia, Helsinki and Stockholm (1919–1920); 

Fonds 3518 — Extraordinary Diplomatic Mission of the Ukrainian National Republic in Hungary, Budapest (1919–1924); 

Fonds 3519 — Extraordinary Diplomatic Mission of the Ukrainian National Republic in Czechoslovakia, Prague (1919–1936); 

Fonds 3542 — Diplomatic Mission of the Ukrainian National Republic in Denmark, Copenhagen (1919–1923); 

Fonds 3696 — Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Ukrainian National Republic (1918–1924);

Fonds 3697 — Diplomatic Mission of the Ukrainian National Republic in Latvia, Riga (1920–1921); 

Fonds 3698 — Representation of the Western Ukrainian National Republic in Germany, Berlin (1919–1921); 

Fonds 3752 — Extraordinary Diplomatic Mission of the Ukrainian National Republic in the United States, Washington, D.C. (1919–1923); 

Fonds 4211 — Extraordinary Diplomatic Mission of the Ukrainian National Republic in Switzerland, Bern (1918–1926); 

Fonds 4440 — Representation of the Western Ukrainian National Republic in Prague, Czechoslovakia (1919–1924); 

Fonds 4441 — Extraordinary Diplomatic Mission of the Ukrainian National Republic in Greece (1918–1920); 

Fonds 4442 — Diplomatic Mission of the Ukrainian National Republic in the Netherlands and Belgium, Brussels (1919–1923); 

Fonds 4443 — Extraordinary Diplomatic Mission of the Ukrainian National Republic in Great Britain, London (1919). 

Fonds 2471 — Extraordinary Diplomatic Mission of the Ukrainian National Republic in Romania, Bucharest (1921–1922); 

Fonds 2480 — Consulate of the Ukrainian National Republic in Gdańsk, Poland (1920–1921).



Principal Thematic Area
A joint project with the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Ukraine, implemented between 

2024 and 2026, involved research across numerous archival fonds. It resulted in four 
full-scale exhibitions featuring original archival documents and 35 special presentations 
of archival records prepared for visits by foreign ministers to Ukraine.

United States of America, United Kingdom, Poland, Lithuania, Norway, France, Germany, Japan, Czech Republic,

Estonia, Australia, Iceland, Finland, Netherlands, Austria, Portugal, Türkiye, Israel, Romania, Denmark, Slovenia,

Latvia, Albania, Switzerland, Bulgaria, Ireland, Azerbaijan, North Macedonia, European Union, OSCE, UNESCO



https://earchive.mfa.gov.ua/enPrincipal Thematic Area

Approximately one thousand diplomatic documents from the fonds of TsDAVO of Ukraine are 
available through a dedicated online resource of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Ukraine.

https://earchive.mfa.gov.ua/en


Principal Thematic Area

The Archive also preserves the fonds of the 

diplomatic representations of Soviet Ukraine 

during the period when the Ukrainian SSR 

maintained its own foreign relations.
International relations during the period of the 

Ukrainian SSR and independent Ukraine are 
extensively documented in Fonds 1, “Verkhovna
Rada of Ukraine,” Fonds 2, “ Cabinet of Ministers 
of Ukraine”, and Fonds 5233 “Administration 
(Office) of the President of Ukraine “, as well as, in 
fact, in the fonds of virtually any central 
government authority.

Delegation of the Ukrainian SSR to the International Conference in San 

Francisco on the establishment of the United Nations. May 6 – June 29, 

1945. TsDAVO of Ukraine. Fonds 1. Inv. 16. File 33. Sheet 3.



Digital Copies of Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine Records 
from the Period of the Consolidation of Independence 

Are Available Online
Published on June 29, 2022, at 12:04

According to the State Archival Service of Ukraine, digital copies of 
records of the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine from the period of the consolidation 
of independence, previously transferred for permanent state preservation to 
the Central State Archive of Supreme Bodies of Power and Government of 
Ukraine, are now available online 24/7.

TsDAVO of Ukraine has completed the uploading to its E-Resource of 
records from the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine fonds for 1990–1996. The 
resource comprises 206,620 scanned copies of sheets from 1,015 files (Files 
Nos. 4481–5492, Inventory 16, Fonds 1). These include laws, decrees and 
resolutions of the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine, their drafts and documents 
relating to their preparation and adoption, as well as minutes and verbatim 
records of parliamentary sittings. In the future, the resource will be 
supplemented with new records transferred to the Archive for permanent state 
preservation.

The documentary history of the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine can be 
accessed here: https://e-resource.tsdavo.gov.ua/inventories/8/

The history of the establishment of 

Ukrainian statehood in the early 1990s will 

always remain one of the most fundamental 

areas of research

https://e-resource.tsdavo.gov.ua/inventories/8/

https://e-resource.tsdavo.gov.ua/inventories/8/
https://e-resource.tsdavo.gov.ua/inventories/8/


Visit and Get in Touch
Archives in Ukraine today are open for research and collaboration —

and are digitising their holdings on a large scale.

INSTITUTION
Central State Archive of Supreme Bodies of Power 

and Government of Ukraine (TsDAVO of Ukraine )

ADDRESS 24 Solomianska Street, 03110 Kyiv

DIRECTOR Larysa Levchenko

PHONE +38 (044) 275 36 66

E-MAIL tsdavo@arch.gov.ua

WEBSITE https://tsdavo.gov.ua/

DIGITISED FONDS https://e-resource.tsdavo.gov.ua/

INVENTORIES (PDF) https://tsdavo.gov.ua/opysy-pdf/

READING ROOM +38 (044) 275-12-66  ·  readingroom@tsdavo.gov.ua

mailto:tsdavo@arch.gov.ua
https://tsdavo.gov.ua/
https://e-resource.tsdavo.gov.ua/
https://tsdavo.gov.ua/opysy-pdf/
mailto:readingroom@tsdavo.gov.ua


Thank you!
The recording and presentation slides will be available 
on our website shortly. Scan the QR code to visit the 

site



D I S C U S S I O N

Q&A
Questions, comments, exchange of experience


